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CONFIDENTIAL COPENHAGEN 3344 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, ELAB, DA 

SUBJECT: MASSIVE LABOR DEMONSTRATION AGAINST HARTLING GOVERNMENT 

SUMMARY: SOME SIXTY TO SEVENTY THOUSAND WORKERS MASSED 
OUTSIDE CHRISTIANSBORG PALACE THE AFTERNOON OF NOVEMBER 26 
TO PROTEST CURRENT UNEMPLOYMENT LEVELS AND TO DEMAND THE 
RESIGNATION OF THE HARTLING GOVERNMENT. DESPITE 
RAIN MOST OF THE DAY, THIS COMMUNIST-CONCEIVED AND LED 
DEMONSTRATION ATTRACTED AN IMPRESSIVE DEGREE OF SUPPORT 
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FRROM THE DISSATISFIED TRADE-UNION LEFT IN DENMARK. IT 
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MAKES AN EARLY ELECTION MORE PROBABLE AND IT 
CONSTITUTES, MOREOVER, A CLEAR WARNING THAT COMMUNIST 
PROGRESS IN THE LABOR MOVEMENT IS A DANGER TO 
THAT MOVEMENT'S SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC LEADERSHIP. END SUMMARY. 

L THE DEMONSTRATION WAS ORIGINALLY PROPOSED BY THE 
CONSTRUCTION TRADES COUNCIL IN COPENHAGEN AS A PROTEST 
AGAINST HIGH UNEMPLOYMENT IN THE HOUSING FIELD. THE 
IDEA WAS QUCIKLY ADOPTED, HOWEVER, BY THE CHAIRMEN'S 
INITIATIVE, THE INFORMAL COMMUNIST COMMITTEE OF COPENHAGEN 
TRADE UNION OFFICIALS, AND GIVEN THE BROADER CONTEXT OF A PROTEST 
AGAINST THE HARTLING GOVERNMENT. THREE WEEKS AGO, WHEN 
IT BECAME CLEAR THAT THE DEMONSTRATION WOULD ATTRACT 
WIDE SUPPORT. THE SOCIAL DEMOCRATS FELT COMPELLED TO 
PARTICIPATE, AND FORMER PRIMIN ANKER IORGENSEN WAS 
ADDED TO THE LIST OF SPEAKERS, ALONG WITH GERT PETERSEN, 

CHAIRMAN OF THE SOCIALIST PEOPLES PARTY, AND KNUD 
JESPERSEN, CHAIRMAN OF THE DANISH COMMUNIST PARTY (DKP). 

2. ALTHOUGH THE COMMUNIST SPONSORS WISHED TO COMBINE 
THE DEMONSTRATION WITH A ONE-DAY STRIKE, THE SOCIAL 
DEMOCRATS INSISTED, AND WON AT LEAST A PARTIAL CONCESSION, 

THAT THE DEMONSTRATION OCCUR AFTER WORKING HOURS IN THE LATE 
AFTERNOON. WHILE THIS PREVENTED A GENERAL ONE-DAY STRIKE, 

AN ESTIMATED TEN THOUSAND WORKERS DID STRIKE IN ORDER TO JOIN 
PRE-DEMONSTRATION COMMUNIST RALLIES, CLOSING BREWERIES, 

THE BERMEISTER AND WAIN SHIPYARD AND THE LARGER INDUSTRIAL 
PLANTS THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY. WORKERS TOOK SPECIAL TRAINS 
FROM OTHER CITIES TO JOIN THE MAIN COPENHAGEN DEMONSTRATION, 
ALTHOUGH SMALLER DEMONSTRATIONS WERE ARRANGED IN THE LEADING 
PROVINCIAL CITES AS WELL. 

3. ALL DEMONSTRATION SPEAKERS CALLED FOR THE OUSTER OF THE 
HARTLING GOVERNMENT, WHICH THEY CHARGED WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE 
"HIGHEST UNEMPLOYMENT EXPERIENCED IN THE PAST TWENTY YEARS." 

THE DEMONSTRATION TOOK AN ANTI-SOCIAL 

DEMOCRATIC TURN AS ANKER JORGENSEN WAS PREVENTED FROM 
SPEAKING BY REPEATED JEERING FROM THE COMMUNIST SEGMENT OF 
THE CROWD. LEFTIST INDEPENDENT INFORMATION NOTED THIS 
MORNING THE IRONY IN THE FACT THE JRGENSEN, LEADER OF THE 
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DOMINANT LABOR PARTY, WAS UNABLE TO SPEAK TO "HIS LABOR 
MOVEMENT." 

4. IN FACT, THE SOCIAL DEMOCRATS WERE PARTICIPATING 

AS A DEFENSIVE TACTIC TO PREVENT THE COMMUNISTS FROM REAPING THE 
ENTIRE POLITICAL BENEFIT. CAUGHT BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT'S 
HARD-LINE POLICY, AIMING AT ENDING RECESSION BY FORCING 
THROUGH A WAGE FREEZE FOR THE COMING YEAR, AND INCREASING 
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COMMUNIST MILITANCY AND SUCCESS, THE SOCIAL DEMOCRATS 
ARE AT PRESENT DIVIDED AND RUDDERLESS. TIME AFTER 
TIME THEY HAVE BEEN FORCED IN THE END TO SUPPORT A 
COMMUNIST "CAUSE", MERELY TO AVOID BEING ISOLATED. 

5. COMMENT: THE POLITICAL IMPACT OF THE NOVEMBER 26 
DEMONSTRATION MAY WELL BE CONSIDERABLE AND POSSIBLY DECISIVE 
FOR THE CONTINUATION OF THE PRESENT HARLING GOVERNMENT. 

IT WAS AN ILLUSTRATION OF THE SOLID INFLUENCE 
THE CHAIRMAN'S INITIATIVE GROUP HAS IWTHIN THE 
TRADE UNION MOVEMENT, ESPECIALLY IN THE INDUSTRIAL 
COPENHAGEN AREA. IT WAS ALSO A SIGNAL THAT THE FUNDA- 
MENTAL ANTI-SOCIALIST OBJECTIVES OF THE HARTLING 
GOVERNMENT ARE NOW UNDERSTOOD BY THE DANISH LEFT. 

THE RESULTANT POLITICAL POLARIZATION BETWEEN SOCIALIST 
AND NON-SOCIALIST BLOCS, OF WHICH THIS DEMONSTRATION 
WAS IN ITSELF AN EXPRESSION, WILL MAKE IT VIRTUALLY 
IMPOSSIBLE FOR THE SOCIAL DEMOCRATS TO ACCEPT A COMPROMISE 
ON THE VITAL WAGE SETTLEMENT WITH A LIBERAL GOVERNMENT. THE 
DEMONSTRATION, CONSUENTLY, AS INTENDED BY ITS 

COMMUNIST SPONSORS CONTRIBUTED TO MAKING AN EARLY ELECTION MORE 
PROBABLE. 

CROWE 
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